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CHINA AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION HIGH IN 195]

Peiping reports on 1951 agriculturay production indicate generally
better crops throughout the country ir 1951 than in 1950. However,
the production did not reach the national goals. Agricultur:] loans
in Kiangsi by the Pecple 's Bank have put farmers on their feet agein
after several bad Years.

AGRICULTULAL PRODUCTION EYSH IN 1951 -- ‘Shanghai, Te Kung Pao, 25 sep 51

. Peiping, 24 Septembar (Hsin-hua) -. With the exception of certain’ limited

areas of serious drought or insect infestation, particularlv ip Inner ‘Mongolia,

" Chehar, Suiyuan, Hopei, Shensi, and Shansi, production generally was greater

* than {n 1950, although not up to the national goals set at the beginning of
1651, The credit for the accomplishment can be attributed to the villingness
of the peasants to follow the leadership of the government in better cultivation
and fertilization and irrigation, use of improved seeds, insect-control campaigns
and drought-control mer sures. Northeast crops averaged 80 percent of normal.

Particularly encouraging was the good crop in the formerly floodridden
Huai Ho basin, where flood control measures carried out during the last 2 years
. #have Practically eliminated flood threats,

SAYS HUNAN CROPS EXCELLENT DESPITE ADVERSE WEATHER «- Hankow, Ch'arg-chiang Jin-
p8o, 1 Oct 51 '

Iacomplete data reveal that the 1951 paddy rice crop in Hunan will be 15
,é billion catties, 1.5 billion catties more than ihe 1950 crop, and 3 billion cat-
ties over th=_1948 preliteration ¢rop. Cotton acreage was increased from
927,000 mou fone mou equals 1/6 acre/ in 1950 to 2,400,000 mou, The crop 15 ex-
Pected to be 61 million catties more than the i948 preliveration and the 1930
Prewar crops. The tea crop of over 40 million catties will top the 1950 crop
by over 3 million catties. The hemp and tung-0il erops will also top the 1950
output. Production rise has been aided by the fact that land reform has been

completed among 55 rercent of the people.
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This encouraging r~sult has been attained in spite of a general spring redny
period of 40 days that resulted in a reduction of more than 300 million catties

in spring crops followed later by a 60-day drought which reduced yield in high-
land areas by as much as 40 to 50 percent.

During the last 2 years, irrigation and drainage projects carried out have
benefited 17,600,000 mon of tillable fields,

AGRICULTURAL LOANS BOOST PRODUCTION -- Nan-ch'ang, Kiangsi Jih-pao, 1 Oct 51

After 2 years of flood /I948-19497 and one year of drought /18507 plus a
period of warfare in Kiangsi, the farmers of the province were very short of
" resources for increasing agricultural production in 1951.

Consequently, the People's Bank came to their aid with a variety of loans
all contributing to agricultural activity. The chief loans were as fnllaws:

1. For direct agricultural and supplementary product.on a.ctiw;ities -
122 villiva jyuau,

2., For water conservancy projects henefi tin, ?,300,000 men -~ 20 billion
‘yuan. (In same cases, the improvements made possiuvic two crops of paddy rice
instead of only one, or one crop of inferior rice.)

3. For purchase of work animals -- 12 b.llion yuan,

4, For oil presses -- 50 million yuan.

Collections have been rapid. All 1950 winter loans and 1951 »pring loans
vere paid off by September 1951,
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